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Friction materials for rail 
vehicles: Luther advises Knorr-
Bremse on know-how 
acquisition 

Knorr Bremse Systeme für Schienenfahrzeuge GmbH has 

acquired the complete know-how and industrial property rights 

for the development and manufacture of friction materials in the 

rail and industrial sectors from the automotive supplier Federal 

Mogul. Luther assisted Knorr-Bremse with the transaction and 

antitrust approval. 

With the acquisition of this know-how, Knorr-Bremse has succeeded 

in strategically expanding its portfolio in the rail vehicle sector. This 

opens up new opportunities for the integrated development of brake 

systems and brake pads. Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft advised 

Knorr-Bremse on the complex transaction with experts from the fields 

of M&A, IP/IT and antitrust law. 

"When purchasing know-how, the object of purchase and the transfer 

mode must be defined very precisely," explains Dr. Andreas Blunk of 

Luther. "In addition to antitrust advice, these were the central 

challenges in which we were able to support the client with our 

experience. The know-how of companies of the Federal Mogul Group 

from Germany, Great Britain and South Africa is documented and 

transferred in several clearly defined tranches. In return, Federal 

Modul receives a back license to strengthen the competitive situation 

and can continue to supply its customers with friction materials.  

 



2 

 

For Knorr-Bremse Systeme für Schienenfahrzeuge GmbH/Knorr-

Bremse AG: 

Inhouse: Christian Vornehm (Head Legal M&A/Antitrust), team 
member of Dr. Ilkin Karakaya (General Counsel Knorr-Bremse Group) 

Luther, M&A, Hanover: Dr. Andreas Blunk (lead), Dr. Sebastian Rabe 

Luther, IP/IT, Cologne: Dr. Detlef Mäder, Dr. Katharina Preuss 

Luther, Antitrust, Dusseldorf: Dr. Guido Jansen 

 

Brief Profile Luther 

Luther is a leading German commercial law firm that offers comprehensive legal and 

tax services. The full-service law firm employs more than 350 lawyers and tax 

advisors and is represented at 10 German economic centres and at important 

investment locations and financial centres in Europe and Asia with international 

offices in Brussels, London, Luxembourg, Shanghai, Singapore and Yangon. Our 

clients are medium-sized enterprises and large corporations, as well as the public 

sector. 

Luther works closely with other commercial law firms in all the prevailing jurisdictions 

worldwide. On the Continent, Luther is part of a group of independent leading law 

firms who have worked together for many years on joint cross-border projects. 

Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH is a law firm with a business approach: our 

innovative awareness aspires us to provide our clients with customised legal advice 

that addresses individual needs and delivers the greatest possible economic benefit.  

Our lawyers and tax advisors have a solid understanding of interdisciplinary matters 

and a wealth of experience in collaborating on complex tasks. Further information is 

available at: www.luther-lawfirm.com  
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