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Prof. Dr. Herbert Willems joins 
Luther in Essen 

Essen – Since 1 February 2018, Prof. Dr. Herbert Willems has 

been strengthening Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH in 

the field of public law. His range of consulting services derives 

from the focal points of his scientific interest, with which he has 

worked as a judge at the Higher Administrative Court of Münster 

for more than 30 years. 

“We are delighted to welcome Prof. Dr. Herbert Willems to Luther", 

says Dr. Stefan Kobes, head of the practice group EPR (Environment 

Planning Regulation) at Luther. “His many years of experience and 

wide-ranging knowledge of public law are an enormous asset for our 

company and our clients. We particularly appreciate his passion for 

fundamental issues and his interest in thinking outside the box. He will 

be an excellent addition to the strong Essen-based EPR team led by 

Dr. Gerd Ulrich Kapteina." 

During his time in Münster, Willems was involved in a wide range of 

legal fields in his teaching and judicial duties. These include, among 

other things, municipal law, higher education law, the law of other 

public law bodies, in particular the chambers of commerce, the 

professional law of the liberal professions, especially doctors, dentists, 

veterinarians, pharmacists and psychotherapists, procedural law, the 

legal relations of the public service and constitutional law, including 

electoral law and the right of state organisation. 

“At Luther, I find an open environment in which the creative power of 

our young colleagues is appreciated as much as the knowledge, 

experience and skills of our older professionals. I am very much 

looking forward to working together in this new field of activity ", says 

Prof. Dr. Herbert Willems. 
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About Prof. Dr. Herbert Willems 

Prof. Dr. Herbert Willems studied history and law at the Ruhr-

University Bochum. His career as a judge began in 1979 at the 

Administrative Court of Gelsenkirchen. From 1985 to March 2017 he 

worked at the Higher Administrative Court for the State of North Rhine-

Westphalia in Münster, since 1994 as chairman of various senates of 

appeals. 

In addition, he held other judgeships for about 20 years, including the 

chairmanship of the North Rhine-Westphalian state professional 

courts for architects, city planners and engineers as well as the 

chairmanship of the First Senate of the State Professional Court for 

Health Care Professions and the deputy chairmanship of the Higher 

Regional Court at the Higher Regional Court in Hamm. 

After Willems had already been working there as a lecturer since 

1993, he was appointed honorary professor by the Westphalian 

Wilhelms University of Münster in 2010. In addition to his lectures 

there, most recently on "Administrative procedural law for advanced 

students", he lectures at the DIU Dresden International University on 

the subject of "Professional Jurisdiction" as part of the Master's 

programme and the specialist lawyer's course in medical law. At the 

bar association in Hamm he works as a lecturer in the further training 

of lawyers on municipal law and civil service law. As chairman of a 

board of examiners in the second state examination in law at the 

Ministry of Justice of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, he is 

dedicated to the next generation of lawyers. 

 

Brief Profile Luther 

Luther is a leading German commercial law firm that offers comprehensive legal and 

tax services. The full-service law firm employs more than 350 lawyers and tax 

advisors and is represented at 10 German economic centres and at important 

investment locations and financial centres in Europe and Asia with international 

offices in Brussels, London, Luxembourg, Shanghai, Singapore and Yangon. Our 

clients are medium-sized enterprises and large corporations, as well as the public 

sector. 

Luther works closely with other commercial law firms in all the prevailing jurisdictions 

worldwide. On the Continent, Luther is part of a group of independent leading law 

firms who have worked together for many years on joint cross-border projects. 

Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH is a law firm with a business approach: our 

innovative awareness aspires us to provide our clients with customised legal advice 

that addresses individual needs and delivers the greatest possible economic benefit.  
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Our lawyers and tax advisors have a solid understanding of interdisciplinary matters 

and a wealth of experience in collaborating on complex tasks. Further information is 

available at: www.luther-lawfirm.com  
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