
 

6 January 2020 

Spielbank Hamburg secures 
concession with Luther 

Hamburg – In its decision of 20 December 2019, the Hanseatic 
Higher Regional Court ruled that the operation of the Spielbank 
Hamburg is assured. The successful Spielbank Hamburg relied on 
the Luther Casino Team.  

The Spielbank Hamburg has been one of the leading casinos in 

Germany since 1977. For the first time, the Free and Hanseatic City 

of Hamburg has put the required licence out to tender throughout 

Europe in accordance with the provisions of the licensing law. There 

were delays in the award procedure, which made an interim licence 

necessary for the continuation of gaming operations from 1 January 

2020. Intense competition broke out between the Gauselmann Group 

and Spielbank Hamburg for the concession and the interim 

concession.  

The Hamburg Higher Regional Court (OLG) rejected two applications 

for review of the award of the licence by the Gauselmann Group. The 

interim concession is thus awarded to Spielbank Hamburg. At the 

same time, however, the competition for the concession for  the 

coming years has ended, as the decision of the awarding authority to 

exclude the Gauselmann Group from this procedure has also been 

confirmed by the court. 

For Spielbank Hamburg: 

Luther, Gambling Law: Dr Thomas Gohrke (Partner, Hanover/Leipzig, 

lead), Dr Markus Nagel (Senior Associate, both Leipzig) 

Luther, Public Procurement Law: Steffen Häberer (Partner, Leipzig)  

For the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg: 

Oppler Büchner Attorneys at Law: Gritt Diercks-Oppler (Hamburg) 
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For the Gauselmann Group: 

Hengeler Müller: Prof Dr Dirk Uwer (Partner), Dr Susanne Koch (both 

Düsseldorf) 

Brief Profile Luther 

Luther is a leading German commercial law  firm that offers comprehensive legal and 

tax services. The full-service law  firm, w hich has been aw arded by JUVE as “Law  

Firm of the Year 2019”, employs more than 420 law yers and tax advisors and is  

represented at 10 German economic centres and at 10 important investment 

locations and f inancial centres* in Europe and Asia. Our clients are medium-s ize d 

enterprises and large corporations, as w ell as the public sector. 

Luther w orks closely w ith other commercial law  firms in all the prevailing jurisdictions  

w orldw ide. On the Continent, Luther is part of a group of independent leading law  

firms w ho have w orked together for many years on joint cross-border projects. 

Luther Rechtsanw altsgesellschaft mbH is a law  firm w ith a business approach: our  

innovative aw areness aspires us to provide our clients w ith customised legal advice 

that addresses individual needs and delivers the greatest possible economic benefit.   

Our law yers and tax advisors have a solid understanding of interdisciplinary matters  

and a w ealth of experience in collaborating on complex tasks. Further information is  

available at: www.luther-lawfirm.com  

* including corporate services 
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